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Objective

- Thisireport aims' to; look: back: the Afghan; War frem 2001,
“analyse’ cases: oft Humani Rights; Violation, reveal ali the
hu nanitarian disasters;over: the past 2 decades;brought by
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Introduction

Chronology of the'US military' campaigniin Afghanistan

On October 7, 2001, the US andlits allies launched!a military operationi in Afghanistan. It was carried out as
part of Operation; Enduring| Ereedom, launchediin response to the September |1, 2001 terrorist attack. The
basis for the intreduction of' US and British troops into Afghanistan was the UN Security Council Resolution
No. 1368iof September 12, 2001.

In. addition, a contingent ofi the Intemational Security Assistance: Force in Afghanistan (ISAE) under the
command of NATO! representatives, acting in accordance with: UNI Security: Council Resolution 1386 of
December 20, 2001, was involved in the anti-terrorist efforts in Afghanistan.

Jher main' tasks, of both; contingents, according to their leadership, are the search and destruction of the
JalibanandiAl-Qaeda militants.

During“theNinst month, hostilities' were limited to aerial bombardment by American aircraft of' various
military’ targets; of. the Taliban. After a month of bombing, the Taliban's combat capability has declined
significantly: On'November'9, 2001, NATO forces, together with the anti-Taliban “Northern Alliance”, callied
out the first serious offensive operation since the beginning of the air campaign - the large city of Mazar-i-
Sharii*was captured:, On November 13 of the same year, the Taliban left Kabul, whichrhad beenunder their
controlsinceN996pwithout a fight.

On Novembenrzsz00i  therfirst large US military contingent landed in Afghanistani="about ajthousand
mannesweretransienied by helicopter from ships in the Arabian Sea to the area south|efiKandahapwhere
thiey established the forward operating base CampiReno. The main stage of hoestilities endedioniDeEcEmbES;
2001swith the capture of Kandahar:

Remnants of the Ta.liban and al-Qaeda militapisimanageditermaintain their campsiandoperatedinVarious
parts of the country. Their topi leadership led by @samabin Laden, retreated to Pakistan. During/thesactyve
phase" ofithe declared war, which !astediferrtweyears; the United States achieved sorne success. According
te) American  sources, during thisitimeswoesthirds of the leadership andiactivists of Al-Qaeda were killedior:
captured during air raids, inclidinghesmiliiER/representative of therAbuhaliz erganization was killed/in
Kandahar;, and the adviserto/0samainitadensAbdumuhammadiMisriwas killed in'Khost. ... In May 2007,
the elimination of the well-knownfield commanderMullah Dadullah, whe cornmended aliTaliban forces in
the south of the country, became algreatisuccess forthelinternational coaliticn®

On*December 15 2009, USiRPresident BarackiObama, speaking toithe'students of thesmilitargzacademy at
West Pointispokeratioutithe new: strategy in Afghanistan, whjchyaceording to him, is based onttliree
“pillars’: railita/actions againstithe Taliban, cooperationwithithe!UN, international partnersianditheAfghan
people, asiwelllasiaiclose partnership with'Pakistan. The head of the White House announced therdispateh
of aniadditional’30,000/troeps to Afgharustan, neting that this would help stabilize the situation’ andbegin
the.withdrawal oftreops fliomithis country in July 2011,
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By'May 2011, Afghanistanis eastern province offNuristan had becomeia “lal iban republic.” Earlierthis year
the' units oft Americani troops stationed here abandoned! their forward! outpests due tor heavy losses and
ineffectiveness ofitheir activities in the boerder gorges.

In'May 2011, the US intelligence  services conducted twoisuccessful operations. On the night of May' 2, 2011},
the leader of the al-Gaeda) terrorist organization, Osama bini Laden, was: liguidated by American special
forcesiin a house located near the city of' Abbottabad in nolihern Pakistan. On May 23, 2011, theleader: of the
Taliban moevement|inAfghanistan, Mullah:Mehammed!Ornar; was alse liguidated in Pakjstan.

In June: 20111, US President Barack Obarna, in an address to the nation, announced that the process: of
transferring responsibility for ensuring security in Afghanistan to) local authorities should be completed' by
20014

On| Eebruany 13, 2013, addressing the US, Congress, Barack Obama) officially' announced the withdrawal of:
halifof the American contingent - 34,000 troops - friom| Afghanistan; by early 201 4. At that time, about 66
theusandiAmEericanitroops were serving in Afghanistan.

On|September 30, 2014, the United States and Afghanistan, as well as the United States and NATO; signed a
security: agreement that legally justified the presence ofi al contingent ofi American (about 10 thousand
people) and NATO(@bout 3 thousand people) troops on the territory of the republic until 2016 after the fonnal
withdrawal frompAfghanistan. the main grouping of the anti-terrorist coalition at the end of 2014,

Onpzerbecembersziiid the United: States-led NATO mission: in Afghanistan; was) completed. liher official
closingiceremonyitookilacenniKabul. It was or anized in strict secrec for securiti reasons;

O danuar? 2015, NATOrannounced a new mission: in Afghanistan “Resolute: Suppornti: Accordingrterihe
ohganization, it was, ai nen=military’ mission; that replaced the' contingent of* ther Intemaubnal Security
Assistance Eorce infAfghanistan(ISAE), the maximumisizeiofiwhich wasH 189 thousandpesplesyAccordingito
Barack Obama, the mission| of thisfmission'isitol “assistithe Afghan: security forcespandrconuuciicounter=
terrorismi operations against the followers offal=@aedase

Oni April 113, 2017, at the initiative: of; th'e Whiteshetiseradministration, thexmpst powerful nen-nuclearbomb
was dropped! on the! territory ofAlghenistan, targeting SIS militantsplocated in, a cave complex in' the
eastern province of NangarhamUSiMarnesivere deployed to the Afghaniproevince; ofiHelmand.

OnjAugust 21, 2017, US Bresiden/Ndonald drtmproutlines his policy towandsPAfghanistan by.addressing the
tropps in Arlington; Virginiaysaying thattwhilerhissinitialinstinct was, toetneatshenouldinstead push for
anpinlimited military commitment te)prevent theremergence of a “‘vacuumifor terrenisiseiniaddition, Donald
Trumpistressed that withdrawal decisionsiwill be based oni conditions;on the groundBandnol on arbitrary
timing. ThesheadierthelWhiterHouseralso pledgedito loosenirestrictions on the conduct oithostilities; despite
the! fact thatither8IN reportstanrincrease in the' number ofi civiliani casualties as, a result offaigstrikes frrom
Afghanistan andthecoalition.
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In' January 2018, the Talibanilaunched ajseries of terrorist attacks:in Kabul that killed more than 115 people,
amidi wider: upsurge: in vielence, The: attacks come: at' a time: when| the: Donaldl Irump administration; is
implementing its planifor Afghanistan, deploying treops in rural Afghanistanito advise Afghan brigades and
air strikes against opium laboratoeries to try toiundermine: Taliban finances. The White House administration,
led by Donald/Trump, isialsoiending billiens of dollars,inisecurity assistance to) Pakistan.

In' Eebruary: 2019, negotiations, between the United States; and! the Talibaniin Doha reached their highest
level, gaining momentwn, whichibegan ini late 2018: The! intensification ofi diplomacy follows signals that US
Presiden! Donald Trump: plans to)withdraw: seven thousand troops from; Afghanistan, whichiis about; halfi of
the entire’/American contingent.

On| September 7, 2019, Washington' broke off peace talks, a week after chieff US negotiator Khalilzad
announced that an agreement had been| reached! in principie” with Taliban leaders. In a tweet, Trumpi says
he canceled a secret meeting with the Taliban and Afghan Presiden! Ghanilat Camp Davidiafter an American
soldierwasikilled in a Taliban attack, The Taliban say they are “‘committed| tol continuing| negotiations,” but
warnithatitheicancellation will lead toianiincrease in the number of deaths.

On Febriiarazd) 2020, U.S. envoy Khalilzad and Mullah Baradar Akhund sign an agreement that paves the
way for: arsignifican! reduction in' U.S. troops ini Afghanistan; and includes, Taliban guarantees that the
countrY-will not be used for terrorist activities. The agreement between the US and the Taliban; does not
reguire anlimmediate ceasefire, and in the first days after its signing, Afghan mujahideen have carried out a
Series offattacksionigovernment security forces, US troops retaliate with aniair strike against the Talibaniin
thersputhemprovince offielmand.

On| SeptemersZsz020, representatives of the Taliban, Afghan; government and civil seciety meet faceMo
racerortheNirst timennibDohal During their opening remarks, both sides express;theirdesiretobringeace
epATghanistan andl créatela foundation| for Afghan society following the withdrawal et USSreops: Ihe
goyvermnent is pushing| for'a ceasefire while the Taliban reiterate their call torrulerthe counti/throughithe
Isiamic system,

On November: 17, 2020, Acting Secretary ofDefenseiChnistopherMillerrannouncesiplansitorhalvethenmnber
of treops: in Afghanistan toe 2,500 byamid=Japuany: ofi thati year: a few: days befare’ the inauguration: of:
President-elect Joe Biden. Thousanusteitinoepsthave already beeniwithdriawhifollowing an agreement with
the! Jaliban in' Eebruary, movingPclosermioniuliilling Donald Trumpisycampaign: promise to end so-called
“perpetual wars.” NATO Secretany GeneraliensiSiolienberg warnedithatiaiwithdrawal tooe early could allow
Afghanistan to become athaven for!SISHerTorstss

OnpApril 14, 20215 WhiterHouser Chieffdoer Bidenrannounced that therUnitediStatesiwould not meet the
deadlinesset infthe agreement betweenitherUnited Statesiand the Talibanite withdrawralistroopsiby, May 1,
2021, andynstead ssuedia planfforrthe complete withdrawal ef American troops by Septemberi5:202]1. of
the yearInrresponsey the Jalibantleaders announced thatithey'would not participate in“any conierence on
the future oirAtghanistaniuntilaliforeign troops had leftiAtghan territory:

On; August 152021, without, much resistance, Taliban militants take over the: city’ ofkabul and the
presidential palacerhours afterrAfghan Presiden!' Ashraf Ghani fledithe country: Taliban leaders say they will
negotiateswithrAfghan officials torferim ani open, inclusive Islamic government.” Former Afghan Presiden!
Hamid Karzailand formerAshraiGhanichiefexecutive AbdullahrAbdullah hayve formed a council to facilitate
a peaceftl transition to a laliban goVermnent:
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The US military’ campaigni in Afghanistani became the: longest war inf American histery, stretching over 20

years: Thermaximum number of the' US military contingent during the'war years was 140/thousand soldiers
in 2010:

During the hostilities, more than 2,300 American, soldiers; and more than a thousand soldiers of the
international coalition; were killed. 17,674 American soldiers were injured. As/ a result ofi crossfire,
explosions; ofishells, murders, bombing and night raids: on homes, 21 thousand civilians, died. US military
personnel have beeniinvolvedin the'ill-treatment andl torture ofi more than 1,250 Afghani citizens detained
during military operations from Octeber 7, 2001 tor August 15, 2021. In addition, US CIA officers are directly
responsible for the ill-treatment of at least 350/ Afghan prisoners from October 2001 tolAugust 2021.



AUMA gy

]
AFGHAMISTAN

RIGHTS

War Crimes by U.S. Army.

Examples of _ puterftial actors Examples of potential actors of persecution or serious harm
harassing or causing serious harm that are associated with these actors

stalking and killing people

bullying and  harassment
civilians;
death sentence
Ilegal detention and
US military as well as the US CIA, private military | torture against
companies persons

suspects involved in
anti-government elements

Serous andiindividual threat to the life or identity of civilians' due to indiscriminate violence perpetrated! by
USimilitarypersonnel in Afghanistan.

American  // . / / serious and /
occupation off . of  individual relationship
Afghanistan threat ("due to

| indiscriminate

violence")

hesds government and military autherities and related structures have beenraccused of nuipeErous hilimean
mghtstviolations in Afghanistan: lhere haverbeen reportsiofiillegal detention, mistreatmentianditertureNy
US military personnel, the US CIA; andi US infliencesss lokture  was often| used toexiract arconfession. In
this regard, targeted attacks are being canniediouiragainst civilians, Such' attackSHin' particulariarerduesio
the presence ofi family ties and'ties withrthertrabesiihererhave alsobeenirepontstof extrajudicial killings by
the United States of civilians suspesiedioifinvelvement withithe Taliban: Severalimembers of the US military;
andithe US CIA have been involvedinexierion, threats and sexual misconduct against; Afghan civilians.

The US reportedly operatediindAfghianisianiolitside of its mandatel Infaddition: ter the: American; military,
personnel, private militaryscompaniestorftherUnited| States operated on themersitory: ofi Afghanistan, the
number of whose employeesisiunknownisliheywereraccused of targetedillingsithreats, intimidation and
hargssment oficivilians:

Thererareneporisithatisuch humanirightsvielations took placelintan atmosphere of IMpURIasiAmericans
had connectionsiwithinfluential figuresiat the national and intermational leve!.
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ILEconemic Crisis

Supporters off Mullah; Baradar Akhund! directly’ associate the degradation of' traditional agricultural
production and depoepulation of rural areas with the consequences ofithe: reign of Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani: during/his presidency, more than 80 percent of the country's rural areas were devastated: In addition,
according|to the:Mujahideen, 70/ percent of the livestock pepulation was destroyed inirural areas, from /4 to
1/3iof in-1gation systems were destroyed and about a thirdiof ali'farms were abandoned. Not surprisingly; by
the time the: lslamic Emirate was proclaimed on August 19, 2021, food preduction: in Afghanistani it; foil, by’
almost half, andlin sorne areas - by two-thirds. By the'end of 2021}, total crop yields are expected to be only.
35 percent of 2020 levels, and! forr a number: of crops, less than 10 percent. Agricultural preduction; in
Afghanistan has' actually’ been reduced to subsistence farming, with' difficulty’ previding a minimum

standard of living for the peasants.
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2. Stalking and killing/innocent citizens

Since! the fall ofithe Taliban; government in late 2001, US andlcoalition military operations; under: Operation
Enduring Ereedoms have: largely consisted of'small military operations with the everall goal of destroying or
disrupting the remaining Taliban; al-Gaeda and other hostile forces. Sorme ofithese military operations have
focused on fixed Tal iban or al-Qaeda military positions such as caves, bunkers and other fortified positions,
usually in remote rural areas. Other military operations have focused on housing estates, usually in small
villages. These military’ operations can be divided! into) these where the' main’ purpese: appears to be' to
destroy the target, for example, through bombing andiother: direct attacks, and those where the intentioniis
to arrest specific individualsiandicollect intelligence. information fiom local residents.

The United| States has repeatedly used military' means and methods during arrest operations in residential
areas: where: law: enforcement tacticss were more appropriate. This resulted in unnecessary civilian
castalties: and) in; sorne cases, could be associated with indiscriminate or disproportionate force. US
militarApersonneliave arrested many civilians not directly involved'in hestilities andindividuals; for whom
the USjatithprities'hadino legal basis.

Erroneous andinsufficient intelligence led to US attacks on civilians whoe were not taking part in the fighting,
civilian' deaths: andiinjuries during| arrest operations, and unnecessary destruction of civilian homes: and
Property;

InstheNirstiiimonthsioi2013; the. number of Afghan civilians killed or wounded increasedby 107 compared
to thelsameperodintZ20iiZThis increase markedi a return to the 2011 situation, marked by a large numbers
of civilianscasualiiestand injuries. The main reasons for this were the increase in the nUMbEr B Cases: of
ndiscrminateruse offimprovised explosive devices and ground clashes, between: the: USimilitapAandithe
yalibany primarily’in denselyipopulated areas. Increasingly; children became:Victimsi ol therconilict BetWeen
Jantiary | 'and November 30772003, the: number: ofi childicastialties, wasi reporteditor haveNnereased! byasty:
compared to the same period in' 2012. The: deadliests month of: the! conflict, wWithBtheShghests civilian
casualties, was May 2013; followed by AugustiBetweens"January/and 30 November20is! themumber: of:
civilianicasualties reached 7,899 (2,730 killedand S69Nnjured): During the sameperiod, 90 deathsiandNi7
injuries (267 civilians), from US-madBRexplosives andlammunition) wererdocumented, which! is 487 more
than ini 2012. 817 ofi the victimsgWeresehildien: Iihe main: reason for thisswas,the: closure: ofi US military
bases, fromwhich alilunused ammuniicnHNVasmot always remoyved priclito closure;

Throughout 2013, the United Statesicontinueditortarget, and kili civilians whorcollaborate with the Taliban: or
are believed to haversupporteditinrtheperodiromiltdanuary to, 30 Novembepziigias  airesult of targeted
assassination atternpis, 740Fpeoplerwererkilled and 341" peo ple werennjured N IP0BiNcvilian: casualties).
Thesefiguresiroughly/cornesponditorthe ntumber of civilian'casualtiesifor the same perodNniZ0]2;

n 2013 thereswastaniincreaselnithernumber ofitargeted! attacksiby US troops on' therevilianppopulation) of
Afghanistan. Seurcesssay thatiat least 57 civilians were killed and 145 injured in suchs attacksi(20zi civilian
casualties);

Systematic US threats and' attacks on religious; leaders have also been reported. Thererare' 23 confirmed
cases of religious
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Systematic US, threats and' attacks) onl religious; leaders have alse been reported. There are' 23 confirmed
cases of' religious; leaders: being threatened! or attacked! at} places: of worship, in' which' 15 civilians were
killed and 7' injured. In most cases, the: targets ofi attacks were mullahs who participated! in; the burial
ceremony. of the'dead Taliban, and religious leaders who openly support the mujahideen.
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UMNAMA - PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS [N ARMED CONFLICT - 2019 Midyear Update

inttherinst 11 months of 2008, 300/ civilians were killed and| 499 injured (799 civilian'castialties)fattheiands
oienUS military, 437 moretthan in 20012, This: rise: infcasualties, is' attributed torincreasedilS offensive
Operations and counter-attacks against the Taliban and al-Gaedajin areas where theselopposIngNoences are
fighting for control. These operations'have: alsoriesultedin the destruction of civiliaRNproperty’andNniserme
areas, the displacement, of large groups eficiviliansyEerexample; US military eperations)in QaysadiStHEHof:
Faryab province displaced 1,000 familigstiromrtheir homes inf cold weather on| 18-20 November 2008} in
anticipation ofiwinter.

While' the number of civilianfcasualstisessirompair strikes decreased infthe first 11 months of 20 If 3, the
number of civilians killedrandiinjurediby unmannediaerial vehicles moresthanttripled te 36 killed and! 12
injured. On' Septembery, 2018MHR0 civiliansimeludingifour children and fourAWoemenmwereKilled by 'a UAV in
WataiPur county (Kunar province):

In late JulyA2002; USiierces raided thethomerofiAhmed Khan, avesident of Zurmat distrciinEakiiarprovince.
During therraidiPAhmed Khaniwas arrested along with histtwersons, aged! 17 and' 18" DURRgthershoeoting,
Ahmed Khan saidshistfamily: hidion the tloor ins theiri bedroom oni the second floor of therhouse: The
American military forcedithe women to go to another house. Then they searched the house: Theyilater put
hoods on'the headsioffAhmediKhan's family members and took them outside; frem whereithey'were taken
by helicopter torBagram) prisent Ihe body: ofi local farmer Niyaz Mohammad was found after an American
raid. A lecal woman wasalse/injuredinrthe attack. Ahmed|Khan's family saidithey lost: many of their most
valuablerbelongings during therraidibAmenicaniservicemen confiscated books and four autematic weapons,
whichithey later returned to AhrnEd KhanWwhen he and his teenage sons were released.
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OniDecember: 5, 2008, US forces conducted an operation in the village of' Kosvin, inithe: Sayed' Karam Paktia
region, near. Gardez in southeastern Afghanistan. According| to US military officials; the purpose of the
openrationiwas tefanfes! ajman named Mullah Jalani, allegedly the leader of Hezb-e/lslami. Asjairesult of he
operationy admanniedicouple lkhtari' Gul, his wife Helu, their four daughters, were: killed: Hela; Daulat Zai
Anaralandiiadian; anditwoisons, Asif and Nematullah.

OnpEebruaraZi) 200siMullahr Abdul: Gekhafuz Akhundzada was; arrested! in) Zumat: distrctaoigaktia
priovince: After his anreslisAmerican servicemen entered| the house, smashing deors and Windews, and
stoletthe priest's family jewels;

int 200 | -2021, a large nurnber ofi religioussleaders(suchy as: ulema;, madrasahMeachersy imannisy, and
theologians oflslarn) were killed| by therAmenicansmilitar/zon the territory of Afghanistan. The reasensior:
attacks on religious leaders vary, butitheyishouldberseentin the context ofitherulemars being considened the
main ideologues of the Taliban, Hihe iellowing are examples: oftargetsptorhbe attacked! (lhe lis! is no!
exhaustive):

religious leaders who have publiclyfexpressedisupport for the Taliban'siviewsiincluding conducting burial
ceremonies for the Jaliban;

religious leadersiwhorhayve: publicly’denouncediiSicivilianicasualties o criticizedicentaimUSitactics in terms
ol eligion; religious leadersiwbopubliclyirejected the ideas of /American democracy

Membersioiirebel aroupsiand civiliansibelievedito,support them

This categoryancludesimembers of‘ali re bel groups infAfgbanistan, as well as civilians believeditorhe their
supporters. Jheserare, in particular, members ofithe Talibani movement, as well' as' parties and erganized
armed groups, including the, Haggani Network, the Islamic Jihad Union, Lashkar=i-laiba;" Jaish-
eMuhammad} 'SIS; and other-armed groups, pursuing| political, ideological, or econemic goals, including
armed criminal groups: directlysparticipating in; hostile acts in/ the interests of' one of the parties to,!he
conflict:
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Members ofi rel bel groups andl lhose suspected! of supporting| them reportedly faced the death’ penalty;
extajudicial killings, targeted attacks, torture, arbitrary arres! and illegal detention. There have alsor been
reports, of extrajudicial killings: and killings: by US; military’ personnel associated! with; abuse: of office.
Individuals' detained in connection; with the conflict; were: often’ subjected to) torture and ill-treatment: The
persecution of civilians by the United States is due to the' presence ofi kinship and tribal ties, in particular
whenal certain tribe is associated withithe leadership ofithe rebels (for example, Ishakzai).

The main reason for the attacks and! killings of civilians by the: United States and pro-American militias is
the suspicioni of these individuals that they are' associated with| the rebels or belp them. Tbere bave also
been reports that US military personnel have shot;, killedior wounded civilians, considering them to be anti-
govermnent elements.

According|toleyewitness accounts, the United'Statesi is held responsible for the majority of recorded civilian
castalties: In 20117, it accounted for 657 of ali civilian casualties, with 427 ofi civilian casualties attributable to
USyactions and 07 to Afghan government forces. U.S. military personnel are responsible for 207 of; civilian
casualtiessrecorded in 2017; most of which are due to/ 'he actions of! American air raids (167 of civilian
casualtieshnszil 7).

1187 oft 1her casualties were caused by shootings involving American troops during ground clashes. Ini!he
first guarter of 2018) US civilian casualties fell by 137%, while accounting for 18% of alif civilian casualties
duning this pesiod:

US  usesiexplosiverdevicesiwith andiwithout suicide bombers resulted in 407 of civilianicasualtiesirecorded
in 2017

Ground clashes caused Sl ef civilian casualties recorded in 2017. In the first guarter off 20]Bitherenwasia
I5ydecrease in the'numbereficivilian casualties: fiom ground clashes. Moreover; 'bey accotinisor 307 olall
civilian casualties.

Targeted|/ targeted killings accounted! forlfissoeitcivilian casualties recorded int20i7. Inrthe first auarerrof
2018, this/figure droppedito 77 of ali ciVilian castialties:

Unexploded ordnance /' landminesifexplosiveNiemnants of war) werenesponsible for 67 of civilian casual ti
es|in 2017 and 67 in the firstiquarteroi20is}

Airr operationsiwere responsibleNor6y: oficivilianicasualties in 2017 and 67nitheNirStiguarterof 2018.

The*maimwvictimsiofitheranned conflictiintAfghanistan were childreny whorwere dispropostionaielyidamaged
by therconilict: DURing the period from) January. 1 to November 30, 2013, the numberRoeischild Victims
increased bylsSbycompared to) the same period in 201 2. Durnglthis period, at least 491" childrent(3fi8iboys,
110 girls and 63 childrieniofitinknewn gender) were killed and another 1,018 children; (577 boys) 236 girlsiand
205 childrenroitunknown: gender) were injured. [ the first 11" months 0f2013, at least; niner children were
killed or maimed every two days.in Afghanistan.
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Most children; have: died in the course: of ground-based! combat: crossfie, gunfire, rocket and artillery
attacks, andigrenade explosions. In the ground clashes, 407 of childicasualties were caused by US military,
personnel andl nearly’ 207 by Afghan security forces. Toe second leading cause! of' child casualties: was
improvised explosive devices, which killedior injuredi 448 children. In 2013, explosives and ammunition left
over from: the war claimed the lives of315 children; of: whem more than 837 were boys. Between January.
andiNovember 2013} 35 children were killed and 19/ injured in air raids by the US military.

July’andfAugust 2013 were. the' worst months of'anned conflict for children, with 214 children killed and 196
injured. At least 511 child casualties -one third of the total inithe first 111 months of the year -were reported
fiiom the eastem regions of the country, as al direct conseguence of the intensification of ground mil itary.
clashes between the parties to the conflict. From) the seuthern regions, in the first 11 months of20i3;, 307
childivictims were reported. The United States is responsible for more: than 537 ofthe total number ofchild
Victim's, govemment forces -117, and the remaining| 367 was not blamedion either side ofthe conflict.
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3. Bullying and harassment civilians

On| Eebruary’ 20, 2003, Mullah Abdul’ Gekhafuz Akhundzada was arrested in Zunnat district of Paktia
province. After his arrest, American servicemen entered| the house, smashing deors and windows, and
stole the priest's family jewels.

On May: 24, 2002, in the village of'BandiTaymore in Kandahar province, ailocal Pashtunitribal leader; 80} was
shot dead ini ai mosgue, andal 3~year-old girl drowned after falling inte: a well while trying to) escape
American soldiers.

OnNovember 9, 2003, in the village of' Shekar Hale, Gardez province, al local resident was arrested by US
military/personnel and his home was robbed. Women and children; were kept ini the yard in cold weather;
thellocksiofiwomen's boxes were broken, money andijewelry were taken away. ..

OnvAUgUSt 22;-2008; in the village ofi Haje, Gardez province, American soldiers who broke: inte a local
residentisithpusebeat the owner's pregnant wife, thereby proveking|a miscarriage. After that, soldiers, ofthe
US Armediorces stole money andijewelry.

Onduly 13, 2003} inithe Shaikhan village ofGardez province, the US military beat and'raped ailocal resident,
apman: Harmful practices, and incidents ofvielence against women remained pervasive in Afghanistan
duning the’Amencanioccupation. Almost 500/ cases ofvielence against women: have: been)officially: confinned
inNBlelfATghianistanisis4provinces between October 2012 and September 2013, The'Afghan policeimediation
in thexsettlementsoftclaims; related to the use ofviolence against wemen, in; practice, was: limited o
penstiadingramwvemaniorsolve her problem without resorting to judicial, mechanisms: At the samertimerthe
decisions) oivnformalmechanisms, were often; supported! by local intluentialsmen Who UsediapVaniety of
procedures and made decisiens based on traditions, one: or another interpretation ofisiamicilawrandithe
palance of power on the ground!
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4, |llegal detentioniand torture against persons

US troops had a main detention facility in; Afghanistans at the Bagram: military base, north' of the: capital
Kabul: Among other things, there were af huge number of additional places; of detention in Afghanistan,
including at US bases in Kandahar; Jalalabad and Assadabad. The United States has repeatedly called on
local Afghan authorities to detain hundreds of' individuals; inj jeint. US-Afghan military’ operations. These
individuals were' detained without charge and in peor conditions, and serne were subjected to torture and
other ill-treatment. So, in the city of' Shibergan in the period from 2001 te 2021, about two  thousand people
were captured, whoe were imprisoned and held injsecret prisons under: the control offGeneral Abdul Rashid
Dostum.

Many: of lhose' arrested! by US' forces were detained' indefmitely at military bases or secret US prisons.
During| their detention, these detainees, hadl no contact withi relatives or others. Detained Afghan citizens
werenunablertorchallenge the grounds, far their detention and were: freguently subjectedi to ill-treatment or
tonturenSormerofitherdetained citizens were taken toe a US detention center at the Guantanamo Naval Base in
Cubawhilerethers were held in Afghanistan.

Ihe CIA maintained a large, heavily guarded complex inf Kabul, ini the Ariana Chowk area; surrounded: by
forty~foot walls, barbed| wire and watchtoewers, and in the Shashdarak area. The US CIA also controlled a
sepanate. detention; and! interrogation; center at Bagram Air Base, although thisk was: never officially
recoghizedibythells:

The' UnitediStatesicreated arsystem in Afghanistan that did not provide detainees with arlawsuit threugh
whichitheyicotldichallengeitheirdetention and secure their release. The release of civiliansiwasicompletely,

dependenlientthe decisions, of'the US military command.

Norperson detainedin Afghanistan: since: the start ofUS military operations: inr 2001 uRts202is has een
grantediprisoner of war or other'legal status under the 1949, Geneva Conventions: Nopeloithoseheldiby the
US have been charged or tried far any crimeXWithithe'salerexceptioniofi John Walkerdtind, ar USiGitizenmihe
violations of the rights of detained/ Afghanicitizensiwere compounded by the near<total secrecy maintained
by US, officials regarding Bagram prisoniandieiherplaces of detention.

Littleris known about' US' investigationsioprosecutions, of US militar/ personnel far alleged violations: of:
intemational humanitarianslawsSimplysputtherlnited States ran its, Afghangdetention| centers with near-
total impunity. As' noted, therMinistryior Defenserhas not even made publictheNesults ofiits investigations
intopthe deaths, oftAfghan prsoners infBagramrand Assadabad and haspnoeiyeradeguately’explained the
cifeciimstances, of theserdeaths;"USyofiicialsshave alsorstill not adequately*respondediio inguiries about
allegedili=treatmentianditorture by US forcesiin Afghanistan made by human rightSigroupsiand members
of the. US Congress;
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Therelis alsos evidence that the United States) heldl people inf Afghanistan who) were: captured outside the
country: Pakistani officials said that Khalid SheikhMohammed! the allegedileader ofial-Qaeda, was flown to
Bagram airbase after bis arrest in Pakistan infMarch 2003 Saifullah Paracha; aiPakistani'whoiallegedly has
connections with Sheikh Mohammed, was also taken to) Afghanistan: after he was, arrested! in Pakistan: in
July 2008!

In' Ihe frrst. months: after: the: United States) established the Bagram facility in; late: 2001, the treatment of
detainees there was particularly harsh.

Iwo detainees detained in Bagram in March! 2002 said that they were held in a cell far severall weeks inia
group, stripped to their underwear. Bright: lights were installed outside their cells, and American soldiers
prevented detainees fromi sleeping by banging their truncheons against the metal walls ofi their ce lis. The
detaineesisaid they were frightened and disoriented by the sleep deprivation, which they said lasted several
Weeks: Duringlinterrogations, they said, they were forced to stand upright far extended periods of time with
abrightispotlight'shining directly into their eyes. They were told that they' would not be questioned until they:
remainedimotionless far one hour and that they were not allowed to even turn their heads. Two other
detaineespwihierwere held in Bagram at the end of 2002 reported that they were torturedly shackled in
standing positions, nakedifar several weeks, forcibly deprived of sleep andioftenbeaten.

Abdulr@ayyum was: arrested! inf August 2002, and Saif-ura  Rahman in December 2002. Both, were detained
farover-two, months. In aj separate interview, they described! similar experiences in detention: sleep
deprivationbeingpornced to stand far extended periods oftime, and humiliating' ridicule: by femalersoldiess:
Ralunanisaidithat enrthe first night ofi his detention, he was held in a freezer; stripped naked and doused
with .coldWwaterEenselieves that at that mamen! he was at a military base in JalalabadlLater in Bagramphe
saidithatbAmEnican troops: ferced him to) lie on the ground and! pinned him dewn withrarchaireralso said
thatthenwasiconstantly shackled) even when he was sleeping, andiwas forbiddenito talk tolotherdetainees:
Qayyumrand Rahman were'associated with the local commander in Kunar province, Rehullahmvakil.
DEetainees, who were released said US' personnel; punished detainees; inf Bagrami Whenmheyabroke mies;
stich as talking to another inmate oryelling|atigtiardsyDetainedicitizens were: lockedinishackiesianuiorced
to hold their hands above their heads. Theywererordered to stand with their handsiraisediin thiskmanneriar
two, hour intervals.

Several US officials, speaking anonympusiys to the: media, admitted that" the US military and' CIA
investigators, used! sleep dephivationraspaNmeihod, andl that detainees were:r sometimes kept standing or
kneeling|in black heods farrseveralhoeurs:

IniMarich 2003, Ornar Eareuks who wasrallegedlyiclase to@sama bin LadenpwasintenrogatedintBagram. He
wasrdeprived oftfood, Water sleeprandisunlight, and was) kept in'a solitary: confinements cell’where the
temperatnrewas 38idegrees.
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The treatment of detainees in Bagram appears, to) have become more standardized and professional since
2002, althoughithe: lack ofiaccess toldetainees made it difficult tordetermine whether conditions' ofi detention
had improved significantly. Those arrested were usually blindfelded, hooded and shackled dnring the tripito
Bagrarn, whichiwas usually carriediout by helicopter. Once! in Bagrarn, the detainees were taken toia reom
separating from) other persons who were held with' them, and then undressed and photegraphed. The
detainees were! theni instructed through interpreters; about Bagram's rules, which included' restrictions on
communication;with oether detainees. They were then herded into cells where they were held during periods
when they' were notinterrogated.

In the northern city of Shibergan, about;a thousand Taliban and foreign fighters are being heldiin aj facility
controlled by General Abdul' Rashid Destum. According to officials in the Pakistanit gevernment; the United
Statesihas actively assisted/General Dostum in committing war crimes in Afghanistan.

IWo Afghansidied!in custody at/Bagrarn Air Base ini December 2002. Both deaths were ruled as murders by,
thesAmerican military doctors who performed the autopsies. One of the inmates, aged 22, and friom the city’
ofr Khestiin southeastern Afghanistan, died on December 10, 2002 from “blunt injuries of the lower
extremitiespcomplicating coronary heart disease,” according| to his death certificate prepared by a military
pathologist®Another detainee, Mullah Khabibullah, aged about 30; from the southern province: of Oruzgan,
diedion December3; 2002. Mullah Habibullah's death; was ruled a murder caused by “pulmoenary embolism
Iblepdiclotiinithe lungsiidue to bluot force injury toithe legs.*

Intduner2008ianotherrAfghan died in' ai detention facility near Asadabad in Kunar prevince: US: military
officialsynpAighanistantand the US declined to provide any details about the death.
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9, Assessment of indiscriminate. vielence: in severall provincesiin Afghanistan

The map below summarizes andlillustrates the assessment of indiscriminatel violence: far each prevince: in
Afghanistan.

L L e R LT L TR e TR )

Badakishan

A 'significaniipresence of US trnops was observed in parts of Badakhshaniprovince. Military operations were
carried outfon the territory ofthe province. The intensity of the conflict was egually low!in most parts; ofthe
province;, with' therexception of Baharak, Jurm, Argo and Tagab;, which were relatively heavily affected. In
2015, there were 6 civilian casualties per 100,000 residents: of the province. Grouod clashes and targeted!/
tangeted killingsiWwere the main causes of civilian casualties.

Baghlan

The extentieifthesAmerican military presence within the province varied, with the regions: off Puri=Kh Ui,
Baglani=dadidNBaglani=Markazi), Dushi and Khinjan; particularly’ affected. In 2017, there werer24scivilian
castaltiesiper 100,000 residents ofthe province.

Badais
Iihe areas ofCadiz, Bala Murghab; Mukur, AbrKamari and KalayitINaul were: partictlarly affected s 20117,
therewere 26 civilian casualties per | 00,000/ residents ofithelprovince.

Balkh

A limited! presence ofUS troopSPWaESNONSEREd in parts: ofBalkhy prevince) including, severall US military;
operations, inl the city of Mazar=i=ShariiiieNntensity of the conflictiwasyequally:low. inf most parts, of the
province, with' the: exceptiony ot Chimtal,“WhichmWas the most affected! JnR2017, there were 9 civilian
casualties per 100,000/ esidentsiofithe proVince:

Bamyan
A limited presence eiAmericanitroopsiwas ohsenved in parts ofiBamiyan province. InZoiy enlyfourcivilian
casualtiessweremecorded (lessithanienelcivilian casualty per 100,000 province residents):

Wardak

A significanl presence ofUS troops was observed in most partsiofWardak province: Military operations were
carried out on the territory ofithe province. The: intensity of'the conflict within the province varied, with the
Saydabad® and" Jalrez districtst particulanly, affected, while: the Khizai-Avali-Bihsud and Markazi-Bihsud
districist were the leas! affected. N Inp2005, there were 13 civilian; casualties: per 100,000 residents: ofthe
province:
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Ghazni

A significan! US presence was observed in parts ofi Ghazni province: Military operations were carriediout on
theterritory of the: province. The intensity of'the conflict within'the'province varied, with' the'Andar, Dih-Yak;
andl Ghaznil districts particularly affected, including the' city’ of' Ghazni, Vagaz, Karabag, Giro, Mukur, Gelan
andlAjristan. Ini2017, there were 28/ civilian casualties per: 100,000/ residents ofthe province.

Helmand

A significaut presence: ofl American troops was observed! inialmos! ali parts of Helmand province. Military
operations were! regularly carriediout on the territory ofthe province: The intensity ofthe conflict; within the
province varied, with' the Lashkar Gakh, Nakhri Saraj, Sangin, Nad Al/ Marja and Garsir districts
particularly affected. In2017, there were 104 civilian casualties per 100,000 residents ofthe province.

Zabul

Ihe presence ofi American troops was observed inf most regions of Zabul. Military operations were carried
outNon) the! territory of the province. The! intensity of the' conflict within' the province varied, with the
ShahdzhoyrandrArgakhandab districts particularly affected. Ini 2017, there were 106 civilian casualties per:
100}000esidents ofthe province.

Kabul

Ihe presence off American troops was observed in sorne regions of the Kabul province. Military operations
Werercarried outonithe: territory ofthe province. Toe intensity ofthe conflict: within the proevincevaried, with
the cityrofkabuliandithe Surobi and! Paghman districts particularly affected. In; 2017, 39 civilianrcasualties
wereneppedinmiabuliprovince per 100,000 inhabitants.

Kandahar
herpriesence oft Americanitroops Was observed! inf most; parts: off Kandahar prevince: Militar/Aoperations
Werercarfied out on the terfitorny ofthe province. The: intensity: ofthe conflict Within: therproviReceNvariedmwith
therareas ofMaiwand, Shah WaliKet, Naish, Gorak; Hakrez the'city of' Kandahar (Dand)BamampArghistan
andi Miyanishin particularly affected. In 2017, there: were: 56) civilian casualties: perdBU)000NEs dentSiefthe
province.

Kapisa

A significan! presence of Amescansieppsavas ohserved! int most, pantsiol the province of Kapisa. Military,
operations were carried outfon thENMENILoRAGIAthe: province. Toe intensity ofi the conflict in the province
varied, with the TagabrandiNijrabrdistricis panticularly affected. In 2017, theresvene 22 civilian casualties per
100,000iresidents ofthe province:

Kupar

A significaniipresence: oft Americans troops, Wasiobserved in parts: ofi Kunar provincesMilitar/ operations
were regularyAcariiedrout onrthertersitory ofi the province. Iihelintensity of the conflict Wastegually highiin
most parts offthesprovince; the districts ofNurgal, Asadabad, Narang andl Chavkay wererrelatively: less
affected: Inf2017; therewere 48icivilian casualties per: 100,000 residents ofthe province.
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Kunduz

A significant; presence of American troops was) observed inialrnost ali paliis oft Kunduz province. Military,
operations, were regularly carried out on the territory of the province. In 20/ 1 7, there were 36 civilian
casualties per 100,000 residents of the: province.

Lagman

A significant presence of American| troops was; observed iniparts ofi Laghman province. The intensity of the
conflict within the province varied, with the: Mihtarlam, Aliling/and Alingar: districts paficularly affected. ln
2011'7, there were 77 civilian casualties per L 00,000 residents of the province.

Cogar

A significant US military presence was ebserved in most palils of LLegar prevince. Military operations were
regularly carried out on the territory ofi the province. The intensity of the contlict within/the province varied,
with the'central.regions of Puli’Alam, Barakil Barak and Sharh particularly affected. fn 2017, there were 37
civilian casualtiesiper 100,000/ inhabitants.

During theNirst six moenths of 2019, 717 civilians died mainly as a result of' air stikes by the international
miss ionandithe A fghan air force, while 531 people became victi.ms of terrorist attacks. In the first half'of
2019, the'United States killedimore civilians than terrorists.
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Conclusion

On August 15, 2021, the: whole world watched with' tension; as the: old  Afghanistan collapsed and' a new.
Afghanistan emerged under the banner ofi the laliban. US) President Joel Biden hastened to) dissociate
himself from the failures of his'anned forces and condemn the military successes) of the Taliban. The policy
of recognition and non-recognition of Afghanistan: has' become an integral part: of American; diplemacy;
whichWashington uses tojadvance its interests.

The White House pointed out that the refusal to recognize the military successes of the Talibanis associated
withra number of “objective factors.” In particular;, it was noted that withini the framework of international
organizations, the Taliban, which is in the wake of al-Gaeda, consistently’ votes against decisions and
resolutionsithat are vital for Kabul.

Washington: alse pointed out that the recognition and honoring of' the military successes of the Afghan
mujahideeniisianiextremely sensitive issue for the United States.

Ihis situationshews the exceptional politicization| of the issue of recognizing the inevitable fact that the Tal
iban; ideology has turned out te be more demanded by the Afghan audience. In the case of the proclamation
olrtherIslamic Emirate off Afghanistan®, the situation really rests on the position off Washington. The United
Statesistill refusesiteiadmit its responsibility for: the war crimes committed in Afghanistan. Joe Biden insists
thatitherAmericanicommand never gave orders to kili civilians. As a result; this hinders: the developmentiof:
bilateralyelationsibetweeniWashington and Kabul. At the same time, each of the partiesiisiactively tringio
perstiadestheRpartcipants iniinternational relations to their position.

eountiestfor which relations: withi the: United States areriniportant avoid the topic of AmErcanFCHNESHIN
Afghanistan. For example, thisiis' hardly’ spoken about!in the European world, alsor becauseithe: USawWar:
crimes injAfghanistan were suppolied by most of'the European countries that made upihe

so-called “international coalition.” In additien) the: moedern’ “lslamic Emirate ofSAfghanistansshias: no
diplomatic weight comparable to that of therUnitediStatesy However the Arab worldFand; in particulap@atar
and the UAE, are on the side of the Talibantinrthisimatter: hey play a keyiroletin initiating the international
priocess of' investigating| the US wardehimesiintAfghanistan. The: White: HoUSeNs in nor hurry to make: loud
statements on this score.

Joday, despite the seriots efimistbeing maderbyrihie. American administrationithe need. to recognize the
responsibility ofithe:UnitediStatestior commitiing crimes; against peacefiliPATghaniCitizensiisisuppol led by
mpresthan | O statesiof the Arabrwoerld S Ihistexamplershiows that achievinghintermational condemnation of
Americanicrimesiin' Afghanistanisiaifomian easy task. Therefore;, a positive to thelcurnentidecision, of the
Talibanralliessinithennternationaliarenalisiadded by the fact that'Kabulitself is fightingHoRtheNecognition, of
US war crimesiint therperiod fromi 2001 to 2021 as genociderofithe Afghan people. The lalilbanthave more
solidl achievemenisiinithisimatter than other countries;in'therworld. In'addition, the: UN' GenerallAssembly
and' the' EurepeanrParliament, under the influence: of therpro-Taliban lobby; will most likely besforced to
recognize therUSwar crimes in Afghanistan asiaideliberate extermination of the'Afghan people.
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Now: the Taliban consider ther US war crimes' a tragedy for the whole of Afghanistan, a humanitarian
catastrophe on the territory’ of the' country. Attempts to presenti these crimes: as genocide of' the Afghan
people, in this case, according to the Taliban, are associated withi the restoration of justice, with' historical
facts, and are of a nationwide nature. The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan also published inferrmation based
on a comparison of the Afghan population: inf 2001 and 2021. According te these data, the population: of:
Afghanistan during this period decreasedi by 63.57% as al result ofithe: American occupation, wWhichiis a very.
convincing argument for bringing the United States to the International Criminal Court.

During all this time it has beendifficult/toexpose this reality inithe European media.

Weralse add that the military troops of' many nations have had an exemplary behavior: And' they have not
violated'any.of the Human' Rights.
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